Leishmania-HIV interaction: immunopathogenic mechanisms.
Both Leishmania and the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) can infect and multiply in macrophages, and both can dysregulate the immune system. Recent studies indicate that Leishmania can induce the activation of HIV in latently infected monocytic and T cells. Moreover, HIV can enhance intracellular growth of Leishmania in macrophages. Here, Dawit Wolday and colleagues examine the mechanisms that might be involved in the immunopathogenesis of Leishmania- HIV co-infection.